between technical-economic progress and personal meaninglessness is mediated by a religious dynamic that is alternatively self-perpetuating and self-destructive as material success becomes the ultimate test of self-abnegation in a secular restatement of "not my will, but thine be done." The pursuit of work for its own sake at once replaces and becomes the pursuit of the divine for its own sake.
As it stands today, the PESC is a preeminently American sociological text-a book that was largely ignored in Germany except by a few critics-"American" in the sense that underlying it was a fascination by Weber with an alternative way of doing and seeing social life from that of À n-de-siècle Europe, an American way by which Weber was simultaneously enthralled and repelled, but which ultimately won the day in light of subsequent developments in Europe. SpeciÀ cally, Weber gives a religious account of American capitalism that resonated with Americans' own sense of themselves as a chosen nation. His À nal champion of the Protestant ethic is neither Luther nor Calvin nor Bunyan nor Milton nor Baxter but Benjamin Franklin's Poor Richard. With Parsons as his medium, Weber provided American sociology with a spiritual account of the origins of American capitalism and a prophetic warning against the dangers that accompany a loss of that higher moral vision. Sam Whimster may well be right in his recent assertion that the PESC essays are not in themselves sociology but instead represent at one level "descriptive psychology being applied to national-economy," while they are at another level "a work of art" (2007: 11, 50 ), but their effect on American sociology-and not only sociology of religion, though especially sociology of religion-simply cannot be stressed strongly enough.
Retrospective
"Finally a monograph has been written by Dr. Max Weber . . . which has astounded all readers with its wealth of thought and profundity of insight. This work more than anything else has given me the feeling that our expertise is at an end, that we have to start learning afresh"
